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dwells, they say, in the East, toward the country of
the French.

‘“ The fountain-head of their Religion is libertin-
ism; and all these various sacrifices end ordinarily in
debauches, indecent dances, and shameful acts of con-
cubinage. All the devotion of the men is directed
[58] toward securing many wives, and changing them
whenever they choose; that of the women, toward
leaving their husbands; and that of the girls, toward
a life of profligacy.

‘““ They endure a great deal on account of these
ridiculous deities; for they fast in their honor, for
the purpose of learning the issue of some affair.
I have,"’ says the Father, ‘‘ seen with compassion
men who had some scheme of war or hunting pass a
whole week, taking scarcely anything. They show
such fixity of purpose that they will not desist until
they have seen in a dream what they desire,—either
a herd of moose, or a band of Iroquois put to flight,
or something similar,— no very difficult thing for an
empty brain, utterly exhausted with hunger, and
thinking all day of nothing else.

[59] *“ Let us say something about the art of Medi-
cine in vogue in this country. Their science consists
in ascertaining the cause of the ailment, and apply-
ing the remedies.

‘““ They deem the most common cause of illness to
come from failure to give a feast after some success-
ful fishing or hunting excursion; for then the Sun,
who takes pleasure in feasts, is angry with the one
who has been delinquent in his duty, and makes him
i1l.

‘“ Besides this general cause of sickness, there are
special ones, in the shape of certain little spirits,



